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To be conſidered by thoſe of the 


A RM Y., 


Or others that would have a 


PARLIAMENT 


That is choſen by the voyces of the people, 
to govern the three Nations. 


Wherein is ſhewed unto them o—_—_ to the Scriptures 
of I ruth, that a Parliament ſo choſen,are not like 


to govern for God, and the good of his 
PEOPLE, 


Alſo ſomething to the other part of the Army, and the 
\ , NewCommittee, who turned out, or ownes the 
_ turning out of the late Parliament. 


—_ 


From a lover o f the Truth of God, and all his Creatures, 
ITO FOX Sand acct ! 


LONDON, 


y; Printed for Thomas Simmons, at the Bull and | Mouth 426d 
; __near Alderſgate, 1659. = auld 


lag 2 


« 
z 
| 
” Wk 


(3) 


Reat are the Cryings out of ſome of you of the Army , and. the 
people of theſe Nations , concerning the diſlelving of the late 
Parliament, and it appears with a pretence of a very great zeat, 
that you have for Liberty, Equity, and Juftice. and the genc= 
ral good of the three Nations, and you appear in a great fear , that if the 
people loſerthe enjoying of Parliaments, that then they ſhall loſe their birtk= 
right and'their liberty, both as men, and as Chriſtians; and that equity 
ſhall be laid aſide, and that the people muſt be ruled over by @ tyrannical 
power of rebellious men, whoſe wilis mujt be the Lawes that the people mudt 
obey. But you ſay. if the Parliaments be choſen by the people, then in effe#* 
the people makes therr own Lawes to be governed by, becauſe they choſe their 
Law=makers themſelves; and this s Englands Birtk=right you ſay, and it is 
juf and equall that the people ſhould enjoy it ; and if they do mot, then the 
preſervation of the people of God you ſay is lot, and all good government will 
ceaſe, and the peojle will be made a prey upon, and jo the three Nations will 
be ruined at ouce; and therefore ſeeing ſuch things are like to come to paſſe, 
if a Parliament choſen by the peoply be not upheld, ſome of you have ſaid, you 
will aſſert their Cauſe to the lait drop of your blood. 

Anſw. Fricnds,It's good to be zealouſly atic&ed ina good cauſe,and 
Its good that the z:albe according to knowledg, 8 its precious to have 
the zeal moderated with the wiſdom of God;therefore I exhort you in 
that life & wiſdom which is of Chriſt, myMaſtcr,(who came not co de» 
ſroymens lives,but to ſave them)that youwould mind the dread & fear 
of the Lord God, which is the beginning of wiſdom, & be moderate, & 
in coolnc(ſc conſider theſe things which Iſh:11 d<clare unto yeu, which 
In waiting upon the Lord,he by his ſpirit of wiſdom & underftanding 
opened in me, concerning the chuſing of Parliaments by the voyces 
Of the people, and 1 know that you who truly dcfires the good of Gods 
people,and that mercy $& juſtice might be eftabliſh4 by righreousLawe, 
{whercby cquity and;jutiice might be done unto all without refpe& of 
perſons) may clearly ice with Gods witneſſe in you (which will an- 
ſwcr tomy words) that you arenot like to ſec your defires fulfilled 
by a Parliament that's choſen by the voyces of the people 3 mark the 
reaſons; becauſe the greater parts of the people that areadmincd to 
chuſc Parliament mengare ſuch as donet truly defire- the-good of Gods 
people, whatever they may proteſs:in words ; and rherefore it being 
In their power to chuſe whom they will among themſclves (as it is) 
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becauſe moſt J>yces carries it; they will chuſe ſach men , as arelike 
mindcd with themſelves, that's plain and according to the Scrip- 
tures, for the world loveth theirown, as ſaith John; and now for 
proof, that the greater part are not ſuch as defire the good of the Lords 
people, | would have you conlider,how that the Scripture ſo1ih,ghat the 


flock of Chriſt is a licde flock; and Chriſt faith, Strait 7s the gate and 


narrow is the way that leadethunto life, and few there be that find it; 
but broad is the way that leadeth unto deftyuttion, and many there be that 
walk therein , an1 though Iſrael be as the ſand of the Sea , yet but a 
remnant ſhall be ſaved; now if yc believe theſe Scriptures, then may 
you ſce thata Parliament that is cnoſen by moit-voyces, are not like 
to a& for God, and the good of his prcople 3 and ithath been the com- 
plaint of the ſobercft and honeftcſt men in ſeveral Countics, when 
they ſhould have choſenPartiament men, that they could not chuſe ſuch 
a man as they judged woold at fingly for the good of the people of 
God and the Country, becauſe they were over-votcd by the wild 
difaffeted pzople , who ſometimes have been ftirred up by their 
Priefts to vote for ſuch a man as the Pricfts knew would a& for 
their covetous, oppreſſing ſelt-interefl; and in ſome places ſome great 

ud men who dcfircd to be in Authority , hath feafted the people, 
and (cnt gifts to them with flatteries, thereby ſtriving to get the peo» 
ple to vote for them , promiling them to Rtand for their Liberties, 
when ic hath been bur to ſerve their own (clt-cnds and thus the people 
have been deceived; and if ac any time in ſome Countics and places, 
the honeſt ſober people have choſen fome honeſt men to ſerve in Pars 
liament, yet there being fu many in the Parliamene that have fought 
thcir own honour and gain , that ſuch men as were honeſt, and would 
have madcjuſt Laws,and have aftcd for Equity and Liberty, they have 
been hindred; becauſe what is done in Parliament, is done by moſt 
voyces allo, ani{ thc honeſt party in the Parliament having becn the 
lefſcr party, have becn over: voted alſo: the light in yaur conſciences 
will wicneſs thzx theſe things arc truc. 

And whereas ir is ſaid, That it is Englands Birth right that the pece 
ple ſoul chuſe their own Law makers, 

E anſwer,then m.ny thouſands of men in Exgland have been wrong= 
ed of, and kepr long from their Birth-right; for ſuch as are not Freee 
men of ſome Corporations,or have nor free Jand of their own, arc not 
permireed-rochule Partiamine men, (mark thar) though they te tarre 


-more honeſt and underftanding men then many that are free of ſuch 


Corporations,and have ſuch land; ſothat its but a part of the people 
| | : that 


that muſt chuſe Lawimakers; and further , he that | th free land 
worth forty ſhillings the year in ſeveral Counties, he 1nay give his 
voyce in ſeveral Counties where his land licth, for ſeveral Parliament 
men, when as hethat hath land but in one County, cannot have the 
ſame priviledge, though he be afar more honeſt man; and he that's 
a free-man of that Corporation, that findes a Parliament man,or men; 
and hath free lands in the country alſo,he may chuſe both in the one, 
and other; but he that is not free of ſuch a place, he may not have the 

like priviledge, though he be more honefter then the other and this 
aroſc from the-fame ground, that negative voyces aroſe from; And it 
hath been the manner and cuſtome of Exg/and, to call and chuſe many 
wiſc men, after the fleſh,& many mighty, and noble men (ſo called) ro 
be Parliament men,that ſo we ſce the calling & chuling of Parliaments 
in Exglandhath bin exa&tly contrary to Gods calling, &chuſingzRead 
1 Cor. 1.26, ( & therefore ſuch Parliaments are not like to a& for God 
& the good of his people, but againſt them ) But that which God hath 
called and choſcn, ſhall confound and bring to nought the wiſe and 
the mighty, and the noble things (fo called of the world) (and this 
the Lord will bring to paſs) that ſo no flcth may glory in his preſencey 
Read 1 Cor. 27 23,29. And likewiſe the chufing of Parliament men, 
according co the cuttom of England (which is called its Birth-right) 
ftands tn reſpec of perſons, and not in equality; for the rich covectous 
oppreſſing men, who oppreſseth the poor, they have the only power to 
chuſe Law=makers, and they will chuſe co be ſure ſuch as will uphold 
them in their oppreſſion; and the poor manthat is oppreſſed, though 
he have m0 power allowed himto chuſe, yet tie muſt be ſubjcR to the 
Lawes which they make who arc his oppreflors, or clſc he is accouns 
ted a Rebellz ſo what right think ye is the oppreſſed like to have, when 
his oppreſſors chutc the men that are to be Judges of his cauſe 3 and 
thus the rich men oppreſs the poor, and draw them before their Judges 
ment fears, as they did in Fames his dayes; Fames 2. 6. Theſc things 
being conſidered, ye may ſee the uncqualnetT: and partiality that hath 
been in chufing of Parliaments, according to Englands cuftom, and 
how unlike it is that a Parliament ſo choſen ſhould make England a 
free Nation, ſ<cing the great oppreſsors ofthe land (viz.) Prictt:, and 
Lawycrs, and the great wicked,covetous, perſecuting men are1ſo much 
concerned inthe chuſing chem; fo that if Parliaments ſochefen ſhould 
continue, the people of the Lore are not like to be ſet free from their 
oppreſſion,(though Parliaments andRulers have been-made-co do ma»- | 
ny-good things by a power which many of them fcarce knew) butthe 
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Lord hath a'jarther thing yet to do in the Nations, then either Prote» 
ors or Parliaments would ſubmit unto; therefore the Lord hath 
thrown them by, but they had firſt a day of eryal giventhem, and now © 
is the Lord trying others, and if they will not do his work, in breaking 
every yoke, and letting the oppreſsed go free, God will afsuredly break 
them with a greater deſtruſtion then came upon thoſe before them; 
Thereforc let your modcratian be known unto all men, for the Lord is 
at hand; and thirſt not after blood, le the Lord give ye blood to drink; 
and we know that Kings, and PcoreQors, and Parliaments, have made 
fair pretences, and have given themſelves finc titles, and have pleaded 
that they had a juſt rightto, and a neceſiity for their authority , and 
ſought to get into the affe&ions of the people by ſmooth words and 
large promiſes, to carry on their own dclign, but their hearts were nor 
right b:forc the Lord ; and therefore he broke them, and their ticles; 
and know that the people. that fear God , they matter not titles, and 
high namcs,but they look for rightcous ations to be brought forth; & 
many ſceschat a Parliament that was choſe by the moſt voyces of the 
outwardly rich people, were not like toaRrighteouſlyg and therefore 
they are willing to wait to ſec what the Lord will doby others, and 
we (ce that people have been in great blindneſs, in contending for Par- 
liaments ſo choſens ſo let this wiſdom be learned and lived in, which 
- _— then the ſtrength of fools , who oft periſh in their paſſion and 
olly. 

And now friends in the Army and Committee that have turned out 
the Parliament, dread ye the Lord God, and mind the cquall, juſt, no- 
ble principle of God in you, which hath Rtirred againſt cycanny and 
opprefion, and make it not your bufineſs:to declare onely tor freedom, 
as ſome betore you didyand did not the thing they declared fory but in 
the fear and wiſdom of the Lord, go ye on to aft for the good of all 

is creatures, and ſcck not your own honours, but ſingly do the ſame 
both for your friends and encmics, that you would have them do for 


you if they were inauthority as yearc3 and untill ye come to this, ye 


are not like:to profpery the Lord abhorreth the lying, flattcring, dou 
ble, deceitful rongue and heart; and the people alſo havebeen wean 
ricd wich fair words, becauſe the ations have, been wanting that 
ſhould have accompanied the ſaid words. \ 
Remember how you have crycd out againſt the oppreſſion of a for- 
ced maintenance tor teachers, and now ye arc tried, and have power 


"given vou to break that oppreſſion down , which ſome of you I ſay 


have dcfired others-to do; therefore abuſe not your power , but lcave 
p the 


(5) 
the people free tomaintain their own Teachersz (mark y The Minis 
ſters that Chriſt ſends forth, they have no need of you in this parti- 
cular, asto provide food and raiment for them, for their heavenly Fa= 
ther knowes that they: have nced of thoſe things, and' provides it for 
them without an outward Law 'to compell-it, that ſo'they lackmor 
any things and that Teacher that will not conſent to this , he ſerveth 
not the Lord Jeſus, but his own belly; and that is his God; and ſuch a 
one can never profic the people, and (mark) if ye ſhould take away 
tythes, & command by a Law any other maintenance fromwus for Tez- 


chers, that would be the ſame Tyranny and oppreſſion in the nature 


and ground of it, that tithes, were, and we muſt bear: our teſtimony 
againft it alſo,and our lives,or eftatcs,or both muſt yet ſuffers therefore 
if ye dothus,you lcaveus inthe ſame bondage as before; And let Lawes 
be provided, thatare righteous, juſt,and cquall, according to that of 
God in the conſcience; and let ſuch be impowred to execute theth that 
will hear and determine cauſes freely, according to rightcouſneſs;and 
Jet cauſes of difference between man and man be heard in every Coun-+ 
ty, and when by plain proof of 2 or 3 wicneſſ:s (without tranſgreſſing 
Chriſts do&rinc) it cometo be manifeſted who have done'the'wrong, 
then let the executioners of the Law be impowred tocauſethe party or 
parties, to reſtore for the wrong that is done according .to/cquity; that 
ſo this abominable oppreſſion aboutthcLaw & Lawyers may be broken 
downz and thunder down all ungodly gamings, and ſhowes, whereby 
the fooliſh wilde people are cheated of their monics,and ſpends away” 
theirprecioustime to the diſhonour of the pure God. he 
And lect the people of: the-Lord have their libercy;to ſpeak-his\'word 
freely,where and when his ſpirit. leads them and gives therh atterance; 
_ et the Law take hold on ſuch as would wrong any manspecrfor or” 
cate. | 
And let the dread of the Lord be upon your tpirits,- and wait in his 
light, co reccive his wiſdom, that therein you may be ordered in the. 
particular, and init order all things to his glory, andthatyethay-red 
move all that which is tanding, which is contrary to the will of:God.- 
And meddlenot to eftablith Religion and Teachers by an catward 
Law, for vcrily it ye do, ye will be broken ; Let thar alone to Chrift, 
whoſc work it is : Conſider all that went before you of late years,that 
would be medling with ſuch things,the Lord broke them-xo picces,and 
they were warned in their day, as ye are now. And let not your many 
vicorics which ye have obtained,nor your being preſerved in fo many 
overturnings (wherein ye have been made Inftrumental) nor your 
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ſtrength , e6brage, nor wiſdom puff ye upz for thus ſaith the Lord 


God, even as carthen veſſcls arc in the hands of a Potter, (who have 


wer to daſh then one againſt another, until they be broken , or to 
break chem inpieces with another thing , that appears more weake 
then they)even ſoare you in my hand ſaith the Lords and | can con- 
found your wiſdom, and take away your courage, and ſmite you with 
fainenc(s, and dauntedneſs of fpirit in the ewinkling of an cyc; there- 
fore ſeek not your ſelves, for if you do, your day (ball be but ſhort. 

. Remember you of the Army had power once before to have acted 
for the good of your Nation , but the ſubcilry .in ſome who ſought 
themſclves (whom God hath fince blaſted) beguiled you, and (mark) 
ſome of you ſold-your power for Commiſſions, and others for nothing 
but flattering words,and ſo betrayed your own integrity,and the cauſe 
of your Country and now you have power again, do not abulc it; 
ſerye not the Jufts nor the leIf-intereſt of any man or wen whatſocyer, 
but ſerve the Lord and your Generation faithfully; mark, if-you con= 
ſent to deceit, and make an agreement with death, through fear or any 
ſelf=end whatfocver, God will break that agre:ment,and bring ſhame 
upon you for it. And Friends, there is a lofty, proud,ſelf-ſccking ſpi- 


' rie yer amongſt many of you, which if you ceaſe not from, it will be 


the cauſe of yaur deftraction; and truly , if. you provoke the Lord to 
break you, it will be more heavie $& terrible then the breaking of thoſe 
that were before you; therefore let the Lord be minded,and linger not 
about things, bur be valiant, and act faichfully for the juſt liberty of 
all, without reſpect ofperſons, and let revenge be forgotten, and this 
will overcome your encmics, and make youtruly honourable in the 
hearcs of all-pcople. This is your day , priſc it, And Ict your deeds 
make it manifeſt to the people, that you have not ſoughe your ſelves, 
(in this which-you have don: _) but the general good of all, and then 
you will necd the fewer word: to prove your enemics lyars, who have 
accuſed youtobe ſcli=ſ{cckers. And now woe is coming both upon 
Teachers, Rulers and people that arc in the good words,but out ofthe 
good deeds and life; and the Etcrnal God who is the Tighte,will break, 

ater, confound and oyct=turn, untill the good life come up and be 
ſct on the top of all; and now the name of truth only will be coo nar- 
row a covering, for it is the nature of truth it (cli that will be able to 
cov:r, andto bca ſurc hiding-place in this the day Of the wrath of 


the Lamb, -. "es 
Fram of mf THE END. 
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